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Syria is a Middle Eastern country. Here, agriculture first
emerged, the world’s oldest cities developed, civilizations flourished,
and diverse peoples coexisted. The Roman city of Palmyra has been
attracting many Japanese tourists, and so have damask roses and
Aleppo soap, popular as souvenirs.

In 2011, the government brutally crushed the democratic
uprising, plunging Syria into a long, bloody war. Over the next 13
years, over 600,000 people have been killed, over 14 million were
forced from their homes, and many traditional handicraft artisans
were compelled to flee abroad.

On December 8th, 2024, Syria was liberated from a dictatorship
that had lasted more than 50 years. Syrians are now starting to build
their own country on countless heaps of rubble and completely
demolished infrastructure.

This exhibition introduces the four Syrian artisans and their
crafts. They were forced to flee their hometowns, become refugees,
lose everything, and start from scratch in foreign countries. They
have been more than preserving Syrian traditional handicrafts; they
have opened new possibilities for tradition, creating innovative ideas
and designs.

Their work was once a part of their daily lives in Syria. It will
take a long journey before Syria revives and traditional handicrafts
once again become part of everyday life. However, their works
demonstrate the vitality and creativity of the Syrian people who

overcame the age of suffering and oppression.
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